John Alexander Henry

Born: May 23, 1831 in Deming New Mexico

Father: Nathan Mathew Henry  Mother: Elise Prichards  Sister: Julie  Brother: Nathan Jr 

Moved to a ranch near what is now known as Deming New Mexico July 12, 1847. Father purchased a small ranch and proceeded to breed horses. John took an immediate like to the western life and the horses. His dad experimented with breeding for the 14 years when war breaks out and John enlists.

March 10, 1852


Marries Cathy Elizabeth Wilkens on her 17th birthday (3/10/35) , daughter of Robert and Prissy Wilkens of Boston.

June 30, 1853


John’s mother, Elise, dies from a rattlesnake bite.

Aug 10, 1856


Apaches raid the Henry ranch and kill 4 hired hands, steel some 20 horses, and kidnapped John’s only sister, Julie (12). She is never seen again.

Aug 11, 1857


The night of Nathan’s birthday, Cathy falls in the house and hits her head on the kitchen counter. She never regains consciousness.

Aug 14, 1857


Cathy, John’s beloved wife, dies. She was only 22 years old.

July 24, 1861.

 Enlisted in Santa Fe New Mexico when good friend Captain John H Mink, formed his Independent Cavalry Company. With monetary aid from John, Capt. Mink was able to purchase the horses he needed to form his company and so offered John the rank of Sergeant, he accepted and off he went.

Oct 29, 1861


Capt. Mink’s company was disbanded. John rode off to transfer to an Illinois unit.

Nov 3, 1861


John transfers into Company “H”, 3rd Brigade , 7th Illinois Veteran Volunteer Mounted Infantry.

July 2, 1863


John’s brother, Nathan jr, is killed at Gettysburg.

Dec 12, 1863


Johns’s father, Nathan, dies in one of the coldest winters on record, a letter is sent to John but he never receives it. His ranch is in the care of their good neighbor Henry and Blanch Barwise.

July 9, 1865


John musters out of the Union Army and heads home. Discovers that both his Father and Brother are dead.

